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Mr. President,



My delegation supports the statement made by the Permanent
Representative of Cuba on behalf of the Group of 21. | would
like to begin my statement by congratulating You, Ambassador
Rashid Balbaqgi, on your chairmanship of the Conference on
Disarmament and assuring you of our support and our complete
willingness to cooperate with your efforts to make the work of
the Conference successful. Your assumption of the first
Presidency places an exceptional responsibility on you to work
towards building consensus on a program of work that sets the
path forward during the current session, but the great legacy of
your country, Algeria, in the field of disarmament, and your
personal skills, makes us confident that you will spare no effort
to achieve consensus and distance the conference from the
excessive politicization and the negative atmosphere that
prevailed in the deliberations of the conference during the past
few years. We listened attentively to the proposals that were put
forward during the opening session, which focused on adopting
a new approach that is flexible and realistic to enable the
conference to break out of the stalemate and stagnation, and we
look forward to discussing the action plan that you intend to
present, but we would like to stress, however, the centrality of
the principles of comprehensiveness and balance in
implementing the negotiating mandate of the Conference. We
realize that the conference does not work in a vacuum. The
experience of past years has shown that the failure of the
conference is due to the absence of political will and excessive
politicization in light of the prevailing international security
environment, not for any other reason.

The challenges facing the world today and the escalation of the
unilateral use force or the threat to use force in international
relations, and the disregard for the rules of international law,
require re-consideration, in this year, which marks the seventy-
fifth anniversary of the United Nations, the role of multilateral
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diplomacy and a commitment to respect the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter. With the decline in treaty
obligations related to preventing and controlling the
proliferation of nuclear weapons, and with the escalation of
risks of militarization of the outer space and the launch of an
arms race in it, and the increased risk of terrorist groups
obtaining and using weapons of mass destruction, the
reactivation of the Conference on Disarmament and the
restoration of its negotiating role and mandate is of exceptional
Importance, as the single multilateral disarmament negotiating
forum of the international community. In this context, Syria
expresses its support for the adoption of a comprehensive and
balanced program of work with a negotiating mandate that
includes the four main items and other items on the agenda, and
renews its support for the start of negotiations in the Conference
on Disarmament on a draft convention to combat chemical and
biological terrorism based on the text proposed by the Russian
Federation.

Mr. President,

While realizing the accompanying negative indications, the
Syrian Arab Republic hopes that the tenth review conference of
the NPT, which coincides with the fiftieth anniversary of the
entry into force of the treaty, will provide the opportunity to
achieve an effective and real consensus to move forward in
implementing the pledges and obligations set forth in the treaty,
especially the implementation of Article VI related to nuclear
disarmament. The risks that threaten humankind as a result of
the existence and possibility of using nuclear weapons require
emphasizing the highest priority to the complete elimination of
nuclear weapons, and stressing that non-proliferation efforts are
accompanied by concurrent efforts to nuclear disarmament.
Syria stresses that negotiations within the framework of a
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comprehensive and balanced program of work of the
Conference on Disarmament of an internationally binding legal
text to ban the production of fissile material should make a real
contribution to nuclear disarmament, encompass the stocks and
ensure in a verifiable manner their destruction and the non-
production of new materials. And, subject to the total
elimination of nuclear weapons, granting non-nuclear weapon
states  effective, international,  unconditional,  non-
discriminatory, and legally binding security assurances is
urgent. Likewise, maintaining the peaceful use of outer space
and preventing its militarization is of special priority.

Out of the conviction that the establishment of regional nuclear-
weapon-free zones constitutes a positive step and an effective
contribution towards achieving the goals of non-proliferation
and the complete elimination of nuclear weapons, Syria,
participated in the Conference on the Establishment of the
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone and all weapons of mass
destruction in the Middle East, which was held at UN
Headquarters in New York last November. During the
conference, Syria expressed readiness to work seriously
towards reaching a treaty to establish the aforementioned free
zone, however, the absence of Israel, the only party in the region
not joining the NPT and refusing to place its nuclear facilities
under the IAEA's comprehensive safeguards system, and the
absence of the United States, one of the depositors of the NPT,
undermined the opportunity the conference provided to achieve
the goal of the Free Zone, and demonstrated the lack of
credibility of the US and Israeli allegations regarding nuclear
nonproliferation and the continued evasion of the
implementation of the Middle East resolution adopted by the
Review Conference as part of the deal to indefinite extension of
the NPT in 1995. This will certainly negatively impact the
upcoming review conference.



Finally, and realizing the complex nature of the issues that fall
within the competence of the Conference on Disarmament and
the broad spectrum of positions on it in light of the current
international situation, the Syrian Arab Republic looks forward
to seeing this year's session kick-start in the conference’s work,
and expresses its conviction that the ability of the Conference
to make progress towards emerging from a state of stagnation
will depend to a large extent on guiding the rules of procedure
of the Conference on Disarmament and avoiding over-
politicizing of the Conference and respecting its mandate, role
and agenda. In this regard, the existence of a genuine political
will ensure serious discussions of the issues on the agenda while
abandoning attempts to impose political controversies on the
conference from outside of its mandate and agenda.



