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STATEMENT BY PERMANENT MISSION OF TURKEY 

CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 

 

21 JANUARY 2020 

 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

Mr. President, 

 

At the outset, I would like to congratulate you on your assumption of the first 

Presidency of the Conference on Disarmament in 2020. I assure you of Turkey’s 

full support and cooperation in your efforts to advance the work of the CD. 

 

Mr President, 

 

As it might be recalled, though Turkey has had concerns with this particular 

request, we have never denied a blanket list or chosen to block its’ participation 

as an observer to Conference activities. Instead, we have been registering our 

position with a letter afterwards. This course of action was due to the utmost 

importance that Turkey has attached to the positive atmosphere of the Conference 

not to be spoiled or politicized. Nevertheless, we all together witnessed last year 

that the Rubicon river had already been crossed on this matter. Therefore, Turkey 

also decided to hold on its restraint on this particular matter. That being said, 

herewith I would like to declare that Turkey would not support this particular 

request this year.  

 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

Right of Reply 

 

Thank you, Mr. President,  

 

I will not go into detail of the position of Turkey regarding the Cyprus matter 

which is clear and principled and duly reflected in CD/1438 and CD/1738.  
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But, I would like to underline that, it is surprising to see the delegations , which 

intervened on this matter were silent last year in a pretty similar situation when 

Palestine applied for as observer State, but blocked by three delegations.  

 

I also would like to remind that the long-established procedure on approval of 

observers was broken last year.    

 

I will leave it at that Mr. President. Nevertheless, Turkey will be ready to gladly 

provide further information to interested delegations. 

 

Thank you. 
   

 

 


