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Thank you, Mr. President. 

Allow me at the outset to express my sincere appreciation for all the efforts you 

have been conducting to resume the substantive work of the Conference. I would like to 

commend you for your early engagement with the different groups and extensive and 

consultations with delegations. We welcome your “Non-Paper on draft proposal for a 

program of work for 2020” that was circulated by the CD Secretariat earlier last week. 

Mr. President. 

We fully recognize the difficulties that the Conference has been facing in its 

pursuit to adopt a programme of work and we believe your proposal is the only 

practical and pragmatic solution to advance the work of the Conference, we reiterate 

the necessity to adopt a balanced and comprehensive Programme of Work in a manner 

that ensures the sustainability of the basic principles and tenets of the Conference as 

well as its rules of procedure. We should strive towards preserving the Conference 

and its credibility and we believe that your proposal eloquently gets us to this end. 

 My delegation is of the view that this document could provide the CD with the 

necessary impetus and pave the way for the establishment of Subsidiary bodies, which 
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will allow us to deepen our technical discussions and broaden the areas of agreement 

on the four core agenda items, as well as advancing the work on agenda items 5, 6 & 

7 through the appointment of a Special Coordinator. 

Mr. President,  

In previous years  the work of similar subsidiary bodies have been very 

valuable, unfortunately this work was not kept alive nor documented as those 

Subsidiary bodies conducted their work in an informal manner, we hope that we can 

avoid repeating the same mistake in our work this year.   

Mr. President,  

We take note of the latest updates on your Non Paper that were presented yesterday 

and the different options that you suggest, we fully support the first version of your 

proposal as it focused on areas of convergence and avoided contentious issues, 

however we will consider all options and study your updated proposal and provide 

you with our feedback as soon as possible.  

Finally, Mr. President,  

We have full confidence in you and your team, and we stand ready to assist you in 

achieving a productive outcome under your presidency. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


