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Mr. President, Ambassador Robert Müller, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

I extend a most warm welcome to our distinguished delegates – 

participating both in-person and remotely -- back to a formal meeting of the 

Conference on Disarmament. It is a true pleasure to address this august 

body again making use of this innovative hybrid format that is allowing us 

all to meet today.  

Our ability to offer hybrid meetings was made possible following a 

repurposing of resources to enable an expansion of the hardware in this 

very room and the acquisition of specialized conferencing software and 

related support services. 

We are all still adjusting to this new way of working and are learning 

together. 

I thank you very much for your continued patience and indulgence, 

especially in light of the technical challenges we experienced prior to the 

planned meetings of the 23rd of June.  

The unprecedented global health crisis presented by COVID-19 has placed 

an immeasurable strain on our medical, economic and social systems and 

resources.  

In Geneva, as elsewhere, the normally vibrant calendar of governmental 

meetings is the concrete expression of multilateralism. COVID-19 has had a 

considerable and visible impact here. This Conference was not able to meet 

as scheduled under the Presidency of Australia and other disarmament 

meetings have also been postponed.  

I would like to thank Her Excellency Ambassador Mansfield of Australia 

for her efforts and initiatives, and for sustaining in these difficult conditions 

the collaborative spirit that has defined the six Presidencies of the 2020 

session.  

Despite these challenges, the interest of disarmament stakeholders to 

continue crucial dialogue did not falter. The fact that we are meeting today 



is a true testament to your collective determination to continue the vital 

discussions on disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control issues.  

It also demonstrates your collective commitment to preserve the 

disarmament architecture.   

Please rest assured that my team and I stand ready to do our best to 

continue supporting the important work of the Conference on 

Disarmament. 

I wish you the very best in our discussions today.  

Thank you.  


