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Excellency, 

 

I am pleased to write to you for the first time in my capacity as Chair-designate of the 

seventh Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action 

to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its 

Aspects (BMS7), having succeeded Ambassador Lazarus Amayo who has been appointed by 

H.E. President Uhuru Kenyatta to other duties.  

I would like to thank you for entrusting Kenya with the responsibility to chair this important 

meeting, and to assure all delegations of the Government of Kenya’s continued commitment to 

work in an inclusive and transparent manner with all delegations on this important issue.  

With the adoption of resolution, A/RES/75/2411 on the illicit trade in small arms and light 

weapons in all its aspects, on 31 December 2020, the General Assembly decided to convene 

BMS7 from 26 to 30 July 2021, following the postponement of the meeting last year.  

Thus, I would like to express my personal commitment to a thorough and timely 

preparatory process for BMS7 and propose that we restart our preparations based on the work 

undertaken by delegations in 2020.  

As this is my first letter to you and given the current circumstances of the ongoing COVID-

19 pandemic, I hope for your indulgence as I put forward my proposals for our joint way forward 

below.  

BMS7 agenda items  

I would like to recall my predecessors’ letter dated18 March 2020 in which he submitted a 

proposal for a draft agenda for BMS7 based on a series of informal consultations he conducted 

in early 2020. I believe that the draft agenda is in line with past practice, with your suggestions 

raised during those informal consultations last year and with the mandates which were previously 

established for BMS7.  

It is my understanding that the proposed agenda items were positively reviewed by States 

at the consultation on 12 March 2020. I therefore trust the draft agenda will garner agreement at 

our next informal consultations. The items are included below for your reference:  

A. Consideration of the implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, 
Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, 
at the national level, the regional level, and the global level, including considerations to 
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preventing and combating the diversion and the illicit international transfer of small arms 
and light weapons to unauthorized recipients.  

B. Consideration of the implementation of the International Instrument to Enable 
States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and Light 
Weapons, including consideration of a supplementary annex to the International Tracing 
Instrument.  

C. Consideration of international cooperation and assistance, including national, 
regional and global target-setting, for the full and effective implementation of the 
Programme of Action and the International Tracing Instrument, including capacity-
building.  

D. Decision on agenda of BMS8  

E. Other issues and topics of relevance for the effective implementation of the 
Programme of Action and the International Tracing Instrument.   

International Tracing Instrument (ITI) Annex 

I took note that in 2020, delegations requested to allocate sufficient time for the 

consideration of a Supplementary Annex to the International Tracing Instrument (ITI), which would 

address recent developments in small arms and light weapons manufacturing, technology, design 

as well as implications for the ITI. I am grateful that Belgium has agreed to continue to assist me 

in facilitating those discussions. 

In this regard I wish to remind delegations to avail themselves to the “non-exhaustive list 

of elements” for such an annex, which has been compiled and included in the Secretary-General’s 

2019 report (A/74/187)2. I would further encourage delegations to also review the Secretary-

General's 2014 report (A/CONF.192/BMS/2014/13), which was also dedicated to this issue and 

which informed the deliberations of the 2015 Meetings of Governmental Experts on the same 

issue4. 

Tentative Timeline for Informal Consultations  

 In order to facilitate the scheduling and planning for delegations as we prepare for BMS7, 

I would like to provide a tentative timeline of forthcoming consultations. At this time, I expect that 

all open, informal consultations will all be conducted virtually.    

5 March 2021              Open, informal consultations BMS7   
26 March 2021            Open, informal consultations on ITI Annex conducted by Belgium   
16 April 2021               Open, informal consultations BMS7  
30 April 2021               Open, informal consultations on ITI Annex conducted by Belgium  
28 May 2021               Open, informal consultations BMS7. 

Further consultations will be scheduled as needed.   

Next Consultations 

Consequently, the next informal consultations will be held on 5 March 2021 at 11:00 am. 

The meeting will be conducted virtually via Microsoft Teams. A technical guide and a meeting 

 
2 Available at https://undocs.org/A/74/187 and https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3823680?ln=en  
3 Available at https://undocs.org/A/CONF.192/BMS/2014/1  
4 https://meetings.unoda.org/meeting/poa-mge2-2015/  
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invitation with the respective link have been distributed alongside this letter. If any delegation has 

any question, please reach out directly to conventionalarms-unoda@un.org. 

At the consultations, I would like to garner your informal agreement on the draft 

substantive agenda items for BMS7, which will provide the framework for our substantive work in 

the coming weeks and months.  

I would also be grateful if you could contribute your government’s views and suggestions 

on the working methods, anticipated outcomes and the possible format for BMS7 at these 

consultations. In the past Programme of Action (PoA) meetings, States made use of long-standing 

working methods, including a consensus based decision-making approach, going directly into 

substantive discussions without a general debate or high-level segment; the early circulation of a 

“zero-draft” outcome document after informal agreement on the agenda items with ample 

possibility for open-transparent consultations in the lead-up to the meeting itself. States were also 

encouraged to submit and consider their national reports as their contribution of views on the 

general implementation of the PoA.  

In that regard, I have taken note of the previous proposals and discussions on possible 

outcomes of BMS7 such as a chair’s summary, a consensually agreed supplementary Annex to 

the ITI, a consensually agreed decision on developing targets and a consensually agreed decision 

on the agenda of BMS8 in lieu of an outcome document. If possible, I would like to take stock on 

your views at the upcoming consultations again with a view to reaching an early agreement on 

those issues.  

In addition, the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has affected all of our lives, both 

professionally and personally. In this regard, I would therefore request to hear delegations’ views 

on what meeting format can best guarantee a productive, successful and safe BMS7.  

Bureau 

 As per the usual practice under the PoA process, a Bureau will be convened for BMS7 

consisting of members from all regional groups. Notably, correspondence had been sent to all 

regional groups on 3 March 2020 to each nominate amongst themselves three members for the 

Bureau, except for the Africa Group – the Group from which the Chair-designate has been 

nominated – to which the request has been made for two Bureau members.  

 To date we have only received one nomination for the Bureau. The Group of Eastern 

European States has nominated Hungary. As a follow up, I have asked the Secretariat to send a 

reminder to the chairs of all regional groups to nominate Bureau Members. 

National Reports  

Finally, I would like to thank States that have submitted their national reports on the 

implementation of the Programme of Action in 2020 and encourage those that have not done so 

yet to submit their reports as soon as possible. The online reporting tool can be accessed through 

the newly established UNODA Meetings Place and its dedicated web portal for BMS7 

(https://meetings.unoda.org/meeting/poa-bms7-2021). Any questions can be submitted directly to 

conventionalarms-unoda@un.org.  

 

Let me conclude and say that 2021 marks the 20th anniversary since the adoption of the 

PoA. Understanding the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the unprecedented situation we all 

find ourselves in, I nonetheless would like to invite delegations to set ambitious goals for BMS7 
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to ensure that we further advance our efforts to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in 

small arms and light weapons.   

I very much look forward to working with all delegations over the next few months.  

Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

  

 

 

      Martin Kimani, PhD, EBS 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative 

of the Republic of Kenya to the United Nations 
 

To:      All Permanent Representatives  

and Permanent Observers to the United Nations  

New York 

 

 

 

 


