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•  37 Member national & regional biosafety associations 
from around the world   

• Observer organizations - government, academia, NGOs, 
international agencies (including BWC ISU, Bradford University, 
Canada’s Global Partnership Program) 

International Federation of  Biosafety Associations 



 
IFBA’s activities: 
- Advocacy at international levels 
- Participation in international initiatives (Stop TB, 

UN1540, BWC, IHR) 
- Creating partnerships, link & leverage expertise  
- Promote improved biosafety & biosecurity practices 

worldwide (competency of  biosafety professionals) 
- Technical input into international guidelines & best 

practices 
- Empower sustainable development of  Member national 

and regional associations 
 
 

 

International Federation of  Biosafety Associations 

“Safe, Secure & Responsible Work with Biological Materials” 



IFBA Certification Program 

• Previously no international program to measure competency of  
individuals carrying out biosecurity, biosafety, biorisk management 
activities 

• IFBA’s new program provides confidence that individuals are 
competent and knowledgeable in specific technical disciplines 

• Incentive for furthering biorisk management & biosecurity skills 
• Fosters a sense of  responsibility and accountability 

 
 



• Developed collaboratively with worldwide members and 
stakeholders (Technical Committees) 
–Body of  Knowledge, Job Task Analysis, Angoff  Cut Score Study 

• Follows ISO 17024 psychometrically sound principles for 
measuring knowledge and competency 
–Valid, fair, reliable, defensible certifications 

 
 

Angoff  Cut Score Study - “When establishing a 
passing score, how does the certification body know 
that this is the point that separates the candidates 
that pass from those who fail?” 

Program Development 



Certifications Offered 

• Professional Certification currently offered in Biorisk Management & 
Biological Waste Management  

(Certification in Biorisk Management is a pre-requisite to all other certifications) 



– Biocontainment Facility Design, Operations & Maintenance 
 
 
 
 

– Biosecurity 
 

 
 

 
 

– Biological Safety Cabinets Selection, Installation & Safe Use 
 
 

New Certifications - 2016 



Biosecurity Exam Content 

• Series of  knowledge and task statements related to each domain 
area developed by Technical Committee 



Biosecurity Exam Content 



Biosecurity Exam Content 



Biosecurity Exam Content 



• Exams are being offered in conjunction with our Member’s 
conferences and other events 

• Exams can also be taken online using Remote Proctoring 
System 

Exam Delivery 



• Register and track certifications through Certifior system 
• 100 individuals have participated in Professional Certification in Biorisk 

Management (63 certified, 37 more are in progress) 
• 20 individuals  have participated in Professional Certification in Biological 

Waste Management (12 certified, 8 more in progress) 
 

Exam Statistics to Date 



• Certification participants representing 25 countries from around the 
world 
• Latin America - Argentina, Brazil, Mexico 
• Africa - Kenya, Uganda, Nigeria, Cameroon, Morocco, Egypt, Algeria 
• South & Central Asia - Pakistan, Georgia 
• South East Asia - Indonesia, Malaysia, Korea, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, 

Philippines, PNG 
• Europe – UK, Finland, Austria 
• Australia, New Zealand 

 
• Current project underway with 46 candidates in Middle East region 

(funded by US Biosecurity Engagement Program) 

Exam Statistics to Date 



Publish a Directory of Certified Individuals 

www.internationalbiosafety.org  

http://www.internationalbiosafety.org/


IFBA Certified Individuals 

• Use the designation “IFBA Certified” and  “Professional 
Certification in Biorisk Management” (IFBA PC) 

• Wallet card and certificate 
• Use of  IFBA certification logo on business cards, 

correspondence 
 



Ongoing Activities  

• Translation of  exams into multiple languages (Spanish, 
French, Arabic, Russian)  

• Development of  Level 2 Specialist Professional 
Certifications (practical examination)  

• Addition of  certifications in more technical disciplines 
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