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Excellency, 

 
I am writing to you following our open informal consultations on the Seventh 

Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action 
to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in 
All its Aspects (BMS7), convened on 22 April 2021. 

 
I wish to thank all delegations who actively participated during those 

consultations. As promised, I will share a zero draft of the outcome document by the 
end of this week with all delegations.   

 
Agenda for BMS7  

 
However, before we can make significant progress, there is one important hurdle 

we still all have to overcome, which is to find agreement on the formulation of the 
agenda items for BMS7.  

 
As I already indicated in my previous letter to you, over the past weeks I have 

conducted informal consultations with interested delegations on the agenda for BMS7 
in the hope to resolve outstanding concerns over agenda item B in particular.  

 
In view of an open and transparent process, I would like to invite all interested 

delegations to the next round of informal consultations on the agenda items, which will 
be conducted virtually via MS Teams on Wednesday, 28 April 2021 from 3pm to 5pm. 
The consultations will be chaired by Ambassador Njambi Kinyungu, Deputy 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kenya to the United Nations.  

 
The meeting will be conducted virtually via Microsoft Teams. A technical guide 

and a meeting invitation with the respective link have been distributed alongside this 
letter through the e-delegate portal. If delegations have any questions, please reach out 
directly to conventionalarms-unoda@un.org. 

 
The consultations will be a drafting exercise on the exact formulation of the 

agenda item B, without prejudice to the other agenda items. To facilitate this process, I 
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suggest that my proposal on the formulation of agenda B below which reflects a 
compromise of views expressed so far and which was circulated to all delegations 
through the e-delegate portal on Friday, 16 April 2021 in a Message from the Chair-
designate of BMS7, forms the basis of our deliberations.  

 
The current proposed agenda items read as follows:  
 
A. Consideration of the implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, 

Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its 
Aspects, at the national level, the regional level, and the global level, including 
considerations to preventing and combating the diversion and the illicit international 
transfer of small arms and light weapons to unauthorized recipients.  

 
B. Consideration of the implementation of the International Instrument to Enable 

States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and 
Light Weapons, including an exchange of views on the implications of the 
developments in small arms and light weapons manufacturing, technology and design, 
taking into account relevant provisions of GA resolution 74/60 and proposals of States, 
as well as the recommendations and elements proposed in the Secretary-General's 
report (A/74/187). 

 
C. Consideration of international cooperation and assistance, comprising 

national, regional and global target-setting as well as capacity-building for the full and 
effective implementation of the Programme of Action and the International Tracing 
Instrument, including the proposal on the establishment of a dedicated fellowship 
training programme on small arms and light weapons.  

 
D. Decision on agenda of BMS8  
 
E. Other issues and topics of relevance for the effective implementation of the 

Programme of Action and the International Tracing Instrument. 
 
 
It is my sincere hope that all interested delegations will join the open informal-

informal consultations with the objective to find common ground and I appeal to all 
Member States to exercise the level of flexibility required to resolve all outstanding 
concerns on the agenda items.  

 
It is also my hope that I can submit a final draft agenda for BMS7 to all 

delegations following those open informal informal consultations, placing it under a 48-
hour silence procedure to ensure consensus among all Member States.  

 



 

 

 

I encourage all delegations to actively participate in the drafting exercise and to 
share any alternative language proposals during the consultations in the spirit of 
finding consensus. I also refer to the proposals on agenda item B from the European 
Union on behalf of its Member States and Iran on behalf of the Like-minded States, 
which I shared in my message of 16 March 2021 with all delegations through the e-
delegate portal and which have been the basis for my revised proposal of the above 
agenda item B.  

 
Postponement of informal consultation on 30 April 2021 
 
Mindful of the limited amount of time we have between now and BMS7, I 

sincerely hope to move forward with our substantive preparations for BMS7. 
 
However, given the current impasse on the formulation of agenda item B in 

particular, the planned open informal consultations of 30 April 2021, which were to be 
dedicated to new technologies and the International Tracing Instruments, have been 
postponed and will be rescheduled once agreement on the exact formulation of the 
agenda items has been reached.  

 
 
Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.  
 

 
 

 
   

 

 
 
 

Martin Kimani, PhD, EBS 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative 

of the Republic of Kenya to the United Nations 
 

 

To:      All Permanent Representatives  

and Permanent Observers to the United Nations  

New York 

 


