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The Hague Ethical Guidelines



33

Applying the norms of the practice of chemistry to support 

the Chemical Weapons Convention
Core Element. Achievements in the field chemistry should 

be used to be benefit humankind and protect environment.
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“…I encourage you to

be forward thinking,

innovative and bold

as you draft this

report

The value of the

report and its advice

is the independent

expert voice the SAB

provides”

- DG Remarks to SAB-26

16 October 2017

A. The Hague Ethical Guidelines acknowledged 

by the Fourth Review Conference of the Chemical Weapons Convention
(21 – 30 November 2018, World Forum, The Hague)
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The Hague Ethical Guidelines acknowledged 

by the Fourth Review Conference of the Chemical Weapons Convention
(21 – 30 November 2018, World Forum, The Hague)

B. The Hague Ethical Guidelines being further promoted 

by the Advisory Board on Education and Outreach (ABEO) of the OPCW  
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C. Promoting the principal of “Sustainability” to achieve UN SDGs 

Forum on the Peaceful Uses of Chemistry
“Potential Contribution of the OPCW to the Achievement of the 

United Nations Sustainable  Goals
23 October 2018, The Hague

Director General

OPCW

Director-General:

“The OPCW already supports the UN’s

Sustainable Development Goals through its

core activities to eliminate the global stocks

of chemical warfare agents and to promote

the peaceful uses of chemistry”

“synergies can be found between the OPCW’s

work to implement the Chemical Weapons

Convention and the SDGs”
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D. Promoting the principal of “Safety and Security” by developing 

guidelines on chemical safety and security for SMEs

SAB’s Report to the 4TH Review Conference

“Over the last five years, the importance of chemical safety 

and security has been increasingly recognised among 

States Parties and at the OPCW, particularly in light of 

the confirmed use of chemical weapons by non-State 

actors. International efforts to strengthen chemical 

safety and security draw heavily upon science and 

technology, including modelling, risk assessment, risk 

mitigation, and the development of production processes 

that reduce or minimise the presence of highly toxic 

chemicals.” (Para. 12. )
Workshop on Developing Tools for Chemical Safety and Security

25-27 March 2019, The Hague  

Deputy Director General

OPCW

Deputy Director-General:

“Fostering a culture of chemical safety and

security is important to both the

advancement of industry and the prevention

of the re-emergence of chemical weapons.

These mutual goals encompass a broad

range of stakeholders, and the OPCW has an

important role to play.”
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Summary

• The development of “The Hague Ethical

Guidelines” is only the first step in “Applying the

norms of practice of chemistry to support the

Chemical Weapons Convention;

• Exploring synergies through sustained efforts is

still required to promote the key elements outlined

in The Hague Ethical Guidelines.




