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Action Package Prevent 3 (APP3) aims to promote national biosafety and biosecurity by 

providing tools and training for the development, implementation, and maintenance of 

national biosafety and biosecurity frameworks and oversight systems. 

 

Five-Year Target: A whole-of-government national biosafety and biosecurity system is in place, ensuring that especially 

dangerous pathogens are identified, held, secured and monitored in a minimal number of facilities according to best 

practices; biological risk management training and educational outreach are conducted to promote a shared culture of 

responsibility, reduce dual use risks, mitigate biological proliferation and deliberate use threats, and ensure safe transfer of 

biological agents; and country-specific biosafety and biosecurity legislation, laboratory licensing, and pathogen control 

measures are in place as appropriate. 

 

As Measured by: Number of countries who have completed/Completion of a national framework and comprehensive oversight 

system for pathogen biosafety and biosecurity, strain collections, containment laboratories and monitoring systems that 

includes identification and storage of national strain collections in a minimal number of facilities. 

 

Desired National Impact: Implementation of a comprehensive, sustainable and legally embedded national oversight program for 

biosafety and biosecurity, including the safe and secure use, storage, disposal, and containment of pathogens found in 

laboratories and a minimal number of holdings across the country, including research, diagnostic and biotechnology 

facilities. A cadre of biological risk management experts possesses the skillset to train others within their respective 

institutions. Strengthened, sustainable biological risk management best practices are in place using common educational 

materials. Rapid and culture-free diagnostics are promoted as a facet of biological risk management. The transport of 

infectious substances will also be taken into account. 

 

Overview of Action Package Prevent 3 



  
 

APP3 has approximately 50 partnerships underway including: 

• Canada and Jordan and PAHO Member States 

• Denmark and Kenya 

• Finland and Tanzania 

• Portugal and Guinea-Bissau 

• Spain and Spanish speaking countries in Latin America 

• United Kingdom and the Republic of Korea 

• United States biosafety and biosecurity activities in over 40 countries 

• FAO biosafety and biosecurity activities in South and South-East Asia 

• Interpol biosafety and biosecurity activities in West Africa. 

Collaboration between East African countries to build biosafety and biosecurity capacity 

Collaboration with the WHO to support revisions to the WHO Laboratory Biosafety Manual 

Alignment with biosecurity programming and country needs under the Global Partnership 

Program 

Awareness-raising and promotion with member states of the Biological Toxin and Weapons 

Convention (BTWC) and UN Security Council Resolution (UNSCR 1540) 

 

Partnerships, Collaboration and Outreach 



Began at the 2002 Kananaskis G8 Summit as a 10-year, $20 billion 

initiative 

 

• Seeks to fund and coordinate projects and activities in the areas of 

chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) security 

 

• Has grown to include 30 partner countries 

 

• More than $22 billion allocated worldwide in efforts to prevent 

chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear terrorism 

 

• Chair coincides with chairmanship of G7 

 

• 2016 Chair: Japan; 2017 Chair: Italy  
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Global Partnership – Background 

“We commit ourselves to prevent terrorists, or those that harbor them, from acquiring or 

developing nuclear, chemical, radiological and biological weapons; missiles; and 

related materials, equipment and technology. We call on all countries to join us in 

adopting the set of non-proliferation principles we have announced today.” 

Statement by G8 Leaders in Kananaskis, June 27, 2002 



The Global Partnership identifies and funds work in countering Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) terrorism 

risks and vulnerabilities by pairing Global Partnership member programs with WMD security needs in countries 

worldwide.  Sub-working groups focus on topics such as chemical, biological, nuclear and radiological security; 

Centers of Excellence; and new member recruitment. As the incoming President of the G7, Italy will also chair 

the Global Partnership in 2017. 

 

Significant overlap exists between members of the Global Partnership and the Global Health Security 

Agenda (GHSA), and the two initiatives have great potential to become mutually reinforcing mechanisms 

in building global capacity to prevent, detect, and respond to biological threats, whether naturally 

occurring, accidental, or deliberate. The five deliverables of the Global Partnership Biosecurity Sub-

Working Group (BSWG) align with several of the 11 GHSA Action Package targets, and are consistent 

with GHSA concepts of multi-sectoral involvement. 

 

The Global Partnership actively contributes to the efforts of numerous international organizations and non-

governmental stakeholders engaged in reducing the threat of terrorist use of weapons of mass destruction, 

including the World Health Organization (WHO), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), the Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1540 

Committee, INTERPOL, the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), and the GHSA. 
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Global Partnership – Objectives 



Five GP Biosecurity Deliverables 

The 30 member countries of the G7 Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction are 

committed to implementing concrete projects around the world to combat WMD-related terrorism and proliferation.   

 

In 2010, Global Partnership (GP) members identified strengthening biological security as a key priority for their collective 

programming efforts, and currently pursue activities in accordance with the five Biosecurity Deliverables of the Biosecurity 

Sub-Working Group (BSWG): 

  

• secure and account for materials that represent biological proliferation risks; 

• develop and maintain appropriate and effective measures to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the deliberate 

misuse of biological agents; 

• strengthen national and global networks to rapidly identify, confirm and respond to biological attacks; 

• reinforce and strengthen biological non-proliferation principles, practices and instruments; and 

• reduce proliferation risks through the advancement and promotion of safe and responsible conduct in the biological 

sciences.  

  

In developing and delivering biological programming with partner countries, GP members place great importance on 

cooperation and assistance under Article X of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention.   

 

GP members assess that Article X-relevant international cooperation and collaboration delivered through the Global 

Partnership contributes significantly to mitigation of global biological threats, whether they be naturally occurring, the 

result of accidental releases (including from laboratories) or a deliberate biological weapons attack.  

 

 



UNSCR 1540 
In April 2004, the UN Security Council (UNSC) adopted UNSCR 1540, which 
establishes legally binding obligations on all UN Member States to have and enforce 
appropriate and effective measures against the proliferation of nuclear, chemical, and 
biological weapons (WMD), their delivery systems,including by establishing controls. 
UNSCR 1540 closes gaps in nonproliferation treaties and conventions to help prevent 
terrorists and criminal organizations from obtaining the world’s most dangerous 
weapons. 

 

All UN Member States have three primary obligations under UNSC Resolution 1540 
(2004), to: 

• prohibit support to non-state actors seeking WMD and their means of 
delivery; 

• adopt and enforce effective laws prohibiting activities involving the 
proliferation of WMD and their means of delivery to non-state actors; and, 

• have and enforce effective measures to reduce the vulnerability of many 
legitimate activities to misuse in ways that would foster the proliferation of 
WMD and their means of delivery to non-state actors. 

 



¨The Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction (GP) 
welcomes the progress made in the Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) and the common 
targets established under each of the GHSA’s eleven Action Packages, which aim to build global 
capacity to prevent, detect and respond to infectious disease threats – whether deliberate, accidental, 
or naturally occurring – and are consistent with and mutually reinforcing of the five GP 
Biosecurity Sub-working Group (BSWG) Deliverables.  

 

To this end, we note that GP member countries have offered to assist at least 76 countries and 
regions in achieving the implementation of the World Health Organization (WHO)’s 
International Health Regulations (IHR), including through support for the WHO’s execution of 
Joint External Evaluations (JEE), the corresponding animal health evaluation Performance of 
Veterinary Services (PVS) of the OIE, and the development of multisectoral national action plans, 
with a focus on areas that overlap with the five GP Biosecurity Deliverables.  

 

In keeping with the GP spirit of coordination, we note that GP member countries will continue to 
coordinate closely with GHSA and with international organizations to counter biological 
security threats by providing technical and financial assistance to fill gaps, including those 
identified by the WHO’s JEE and OIE’s PVS country evaluations and outlined in the national action 
plans, in alignment with our respective authorities and in accordance with the GHSA targets and 
the GP BSWG goals and deliverables.  To demonstrate leadership by example, GP member 
countries are encouraged to support, undergo, and make public their own JEE.¨ 

 

 

GP Statement of Support at the  

2016 GSHA Ministerial 
 



GP Statement of Support for BWC 

-- As delivered in Geneva by Japan, November 7, 2016 

 

“Established in 2002, the GP is an initiative to prevent terrorists, or states that support them, from acquiring or 

developing weapons of mass destruction. In 2011, it identified biological security as a collective programming 

priority and, in 2012, established a Bio Security sub-Working Group (BSWG) consisting of all GP members. In 

addition to the GP members, representatives from international organizations such as World Health Organization 

(WHO), the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the 

Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC) Implementation Support Unit (ISU) also participate in GP 

meetings contributing to discussions and deliberations that led to the agreement in 2012 on five BSWG 

Deliverables, notably with regard to the nonproliferation of biological weapons.  

  

The Global Partnership places great importance on preventing biological threats, regardless of cause, 

through the funding of projects in bio-security in  collaboration with its partner countries’ and relevant 

international organizations and initiatives. Particularly as the threat of biological weapons persists, it is important 

for relevant sectors to regularly share up-to-date information and collaborate to enable effective international 

response to major public health emergencies.  

  

GP members regard international cooperation and assistance as one of the most important activities to build and 

strengthen the global capacity to respond to biological threats, and have worked together to provide and coordinate 

such assistance. The GP provides assistance to countries of relevance to Article X of the BWC, recognizing 

that such support is critical to achieving our shared objectives under the Convention. This work, together with 

many other activities that GP members carry out, is therefore a major contribution to Article X. A working paper on 

GP contributions of relevance to Article X will be submitted to the ISU.”  



GP Statement at UNSCR 1540 Open 

Consultation 
Recognizing that the Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction has been engaged in 

implementation of UNSCR 1540 as one of the four pillars of its work;  

 

We, the Partners of the Global Partnership, 

1. Reiterate our determination to continue and expand our efforts aimed at developing and implementing projects to prevent non-

state actors from acquiring Weapons of Mass Destruction and related expertise and infrastructure, and coordinating projects, 

including project resources, between and among partners and relevant international organizations; 

2. Express our commitment to strengthening cooperation with 1540 Committee and its group of experts to coordinate our 

work with them with a view to achieving full implementation of UNSCR 1540; 

3. Express our hopes that the Comprehensive Review contributes to identifying threat and risks to be addressed in more 

coordinated and targeted manner by United Nations Member States, as well as to find out measures to improve the effectiveness of 

assistance, and as a result, to further enhance the implementation of UNSCR 1540; 

4. Intend to help, based on our experiences, States to develop and submit more effective and sufficiently detailed requests 

and offers for assistance in coordination with ongoing efforts to provide assistance in country, including for strengthening 

1540 Committee’s match-making mechanism and facilitating coordination with existing efforts in countries receiving assistance; 

5. Express our hopes that 1540 Committee could include more details about the Global Partnership and assistance programs of its 

partners on 1540 Committee website;  

6. Refer to the possibility to share with 1540 Committee an Annex on the non-proliferation assistance programs and activities 

of its partners which the Global Partnership intends to produce this year, as our contribution for the enhancement of the 

implementation of UNSCR 1540; 

7. Express the Partners’ readiness to participate in UNSCR 1540 regional meetings to raise awareness among United Nations 

Member States about the potential assistance available through the Global Partnership process, as was done at the recent African 

Union Review and Assistance Conference on the implementation of UNSCR 1540 held in Addis Ababa 


