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Emergency Medical Teams
Health care surge capacity during emergencies



EMT Definition

άDǊƻǳǇǎof health professionalsand supportingstaff, aimingto providedirect
clinicalcareto populationsaffectedby disastersor outbreaksandemergencies
assurgecapacityto supportthe localhealthsystem. Theyincludegovernmental
(bothcivilianandmilitary)andnon-governmentalteams.έ



Save lives

Preserve health

Alleviate 
suffering

The EMT 
Network

The Global 
Classification 

System

Knowledge 
Sharing and 
Continuous 

Learning

Standard 
Setting

Support 
Development 
of National 

Surge capacity

ÅMembership
ÅPolicy/Strategic Governance
ÅEmergency Response
ÅAcademia

ÅMentorship
ÅExternal Peer Review
ÅClassification Visits
ÅTwinning 

arrangements

ÅTechnical working groups
ÅMinimum standards
ÅTechnical guidance

ÅKnowledge Hub (toolkit, how 
to guides, protocols)

ÅTrainings
ÅWebsite
ÅOperational Research (Q)

EMT Quality Management Framework

Å Contribute to health systems and 
healthcare workforce readiness

Å Build capacity for medical teams at 
national level 

Å Strengthen coordination 
mechanisms 

ÅMirror typology, skills and services 
from the EMT Classification Program 
at country level

Å Support development of external 
evaluation programs, adaptation of 
standards at national level

Å Twinning Arrangements (and 
possible reverse innovation)



Global EMT 
Classification

VImprove quality, timeliness & 
predictability EMTs deployed in 
emergencies

VCreation of a Global Registry of 
EMTs willing to respond to 
emergencies & enhance 
coordination

VFacilitate operationalization of 
minimum standards by EMTs

VMinimize burden & support 
affected Health Systems



Classification process

GENERAL PROCESS 

Total percentage is calculated based on the following rate of 
completed pathway

1 Expression of 
Interest 

2
Self Assessment

3 
Mentor 

Assignment

4
Mentorship 

Process

5
Pre-

Verification 
Visit

6
Verification 

Visit

7 International 
Registration

5% 5% 5% 60% 10% 10% 5%

15%

75%

85%

95%

100%



Verification Criteria

Activation plans 

Team health & Welfare 

Training & Exercise 

Deployment history 

HR & Team management 

Clinical capability & capacity 

Medical records & reporting 

Operational capability & capacity 

Guiding 
Principles

Core 
Standards

Technical 
Standards



EMT Website

ÅPortal for registration to the Classification 
process

ÅDirectory of Classified teams and of teams in 
process

ÅKnowledge hub of all technical standards, 
publications, and training materials



Å Alert notification via listserv to whole EMT network
Å Offers of assistance sent via email
Å Alert system linked to website planned for 

2021/2022



EMTs Deployment Cycle


