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Mr. Chair 

Botswana congratulates you on your election as Chair of the First Committee at 

the Seventy - Sixth Session of the General Assembly and the other members of 

the bureau on their election. We assure you of our full support and cooperation.  

My delegation aligns itself with the statement of the Non-Aligned Movement and 

the African Group and wishes to make the following remarks in its national 

capacity.  

Mr Chair, 

Let me begin by reaffirming the importance that Botswana attaches to the 

principles of the Charter of the United Nations, particularly with respect to the 

maintenance of international peace and security. We firmly believe that 

Disarmament and international Security should continue to feature prominently 

in the agenda of the United Nations for as long as peace and stability are not 

realized. The common sentiment is that peace, security, and stability are the 

prerequisites for the promotion of an inclusive society for sustainable 

development. 

Mr Chair, 

The global security situation is deteriorating due to the threats caused by the 

new arms race that involves the illicit trade of weapons and technologies across 

a broad spectrum ranging from small arms and light weapons to weapons of 

Mass Destruction. Therefore, the international community should strengthen its 

efforts to free the world from illegal weapons, weapons of mass destruction and 

other threats to human security. 
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Mr Chair  

As a state party to Non-Proliferation Treaty, the Chemical Weapons Convention 

and the Biological Weapons Convention, Botswana firmly supports general and 

complete disarmament of all Weapons of Mass Destruction, including nuclear, 

radiological, biological, and chemical weapons. 

The continued existence of these weapons has a serious impact on human 

survival, especially in the environment, socio-economic development, food 

security and health care systems.  

 

Mr Chair 

 

We encourage nuclear-weapon states to recommit to nuclear disarmament and 

work towards the complete elimination of these weapons.  

Botswana firmly believes that nuclear technology must be exploited and 

appropriately utilized for peaceful purposes that contribute meaningfully to 

uplift the living standards and advance the livelihoods of mankind, rather than 

as destructive weapons for maiming and killing.  

We support the central role of the International Atomic Energy Agency in 

ensuring the commitment of States to the implementation of Safeguards 

Agreements, and promotion of technical assistance and cooperation through 

maximizing the use of science and technology for socio- economic development. 
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 We therefore encourage the International Atomic Energy Agency to continue to 

strengthen its safeguard mechanism to make non-proliferation more effective 

Mr. Chair 

Botswana supports regional arrangements related to disarmament, including the 

establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones as the cornerstone of disarmament 

and a nuclear-weapon-free world.  

 

As a signatory of the Treaty on the Prohibition of nuclear weapons (TPNW), 

Botswana welcomes the entry into force of the TPNW, which is a clear 

commitment to a world free of nuclear weapons and to multilateral disarmament.  

 

We further encourage those member states who have not yet signed and ratified 

to do so without further delay. 

Mr. Chair,  

Small arms and illegally transferred weapons are a major concern for 

international peace and security. This illegal trade in weapons and ammunition 

fuels a lot of violence, lawlessness and conflict, and poses a major threat to 

international peace and security.  

Botswana calls on the international community to pay greater attention to the 

complications and security risks caused by the illicit small arms by ensuring 

strict compliance to regulations of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and a sufficient 

action towards effective disarmament and arms control.  
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Mr Chair 

 

My delegation remains committed to the United Nations Programme of Action to 

Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light 

Weapons (SALW) in All Its Aspects.  

Botswana supported the adoption of the landmark Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) 

resolution in April 2014, and further demonstrated commitment by the signing 

and ratification of the Arms Trade Treaty in June 2019. 

Mr Chair, 

Botswana supports the incorporation of a gender perspective into the 

disarmament framework. The participation of women, youth, civil society and 

the private sector can help develop sustainable solutions to the problems of 

disarmament architecture. We call for a gender-balanced approach to 

disarmament, conflict prevention, conflict resolution, peacekeeping and 

peacebuilding. 

The Delegation of Botswana strongly supports the central leading role by the 

United Nations in promoting and developing rules and principles for the 

responsible use of Information and Telecommunication Technologies by States 

through collaborative, and fair process.  

 

We must agree on a global regulatory framework for an open, secure, stable, 

accessible, and peaceful ICT environment and a secure cyberspace.  
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Mr Chair  

Achieving regions free of weapons of mass destruction will significantly 

contribute to global disarmament and non-proliferation regimes, and to peace 

and security in the world.  

In conclusion, Mr Chair Botswana reaffirms its commitment to the disarmament 

agenda and the multilateral framework within which this noble goal is pursued. 

 


