
 

PERMANENT MISSION OF SINGAPORE 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

318 EAST 48TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 

TEL: (212) 826 0840  FAX: (212) 826 2964 

 

 
STATEMENT BY MS WANG SHUO, COUNSELLOR, PERMANENT MISSION OF 

SINGAPORE TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

AT THE GENERAL DEBATE  

OF THE 76TH UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY FIRST COMMITTEE,  

OCTOBER 2021 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thank you, Mr Chair, 

 

  Congratulations to you and the Bureau members on your election. Singapore aligns 

itself with the NAM and ASEAN statements delivered by Indonesia and Thailand and add the 

following points in our national capacity.   

 

 

2  First, the path to nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation continues to be fraught 

with challenges. Old rivalries remain, and new risks are emerging. 76 years on, the ultimate goal 

of a world free of nuclear weapons remains elusive. Singapore is strongly committed to the Treaty 

on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons as the cornerstone of the international disarmament 

and non-proliferation regime. The upcoming 10th NPT Review Conference presents an opportunity 

to step up our collective efforts in search of common and practical solutions. This will not be easy. 

But we hope that all countries will make the political commitment to chart concrete gains on 

disarmament and non-proliferation.  

 

 

3  As we mark the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-

Ban Treaty (CTBT) this year, we urge all Member States, particularly the Annex 2 countries that 

have yet to sign and ratify the Treaty, to take concrete actions to bring the Treaty into force. We 

also look forward to the launch of negotiations on the Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT) and 

the successful convening of the UN Disarmament Commission.  

 

  

4  At the regional level, Singapore supports the establishment of Nuclear-Weapon-Free-

Zones as a practical and confidence-building measure. We reaffirm our commitment to the Treaty 

on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) and look forward to continued 

dialogue with Nuclear Weapon States on their accession to its Protocol, without reservations. We 

also welcome all efforts to achieve genuine and lasting peace in a nuclear-weapons-free Middle 

East. At the national level, Singapore takes our international non-proliferation and disarmament 

obligations seriously. As a major trading hub, we are fully committed to implementing all relevant 

UNSC resolutions, including to prevent the illicit trafficking of weapons of mass destruction. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5  Second, Member States must continue discussions on the development of common 

international standards for the transfer of conventional arms to end illicit trade and regulate 

stockpiles. Singapore reiterates our support for efforts to promote greater transparency in 

armaments, such as regular reporting on international arms transfers and arms control policies, 

through the UN Register of Conventional Arms (UNROCA), the UN Programme of Action to 

Prevent, Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) in 

All Its Aspects, and the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). In that regard, Singapore was honoured to be 

a member of the recently concluded UN GGE on Problems Arising from the Accumulation of 

Conventional Ammunition Stockpiles in Surplus, and to have contributed to discussions on best 

practices in stockpile management.  

 

 

6  Third, new technologies have introduced new domains of conflict. For instance, 

increasingly sophisticated cyber-attacks can have significant negative impacts on our societies and 

economies. In this regard, the UN must play a leading role in the development of international 

cyber norms, as well as in upholding the implementation of the 11 voluntary norms on promoting 

responsible state behaviour in cyberspace. Singapore welcomes the consensus reports of the 

recently concluded Open-Ended Working Group on Developments in the Field of Information and 

Communications Technologies in the Context of International Security (OEWG) and GGE on 

Advancing Responsible State Behaviour in Cyberspace in the Context of International Security 

(GGE). They contribute to our common understanding on many issues and identify areas where 

more discussions are needed. Singapore is honoured to be elected as the Chair of the newly 

established OEWG (2021-2025). We are committed to continuing the open, inclusive, and 

transparent discussions on cybersecurity at the UN, and look forward to working closely with all 

Member States in this regard. On outer space, we reiterate our commitment to its use for peaceful 

purposes, and look forward to exploring practical initiatives to ensure the security and 

sustainability of this global commons.    

 

  

Mr Chairman, 

 

7  You have our full support and Singapore looks forward to working with all Member 

States to achieve a successful outcome at the First Committee.  

 

 

Thank you.  

 

.    .    .    .    . 


