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Thank you, Chairperson,  

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the New Agenda Coalition (NAC) members: 

Brazil, Egypt, Ireland, Mexico, New Zealand and my own country South Africa. The 

NAC will again present a draft resolution to this First Committee, under the cluster of 

nuclear weapons.  

 

The NAC was established to address the continued threat to humanity posed by the 

possession of nuclear weapons, and the belief that the only protection against this 

existential threat is their total elimination. Achieving and maintaining a world without 

nuclear weapons remains the NAC’s primary goal. We express our continued deep 

concern at the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of any use of nuclear 

weapons.  

 

The NAC advocates for the implementation of concrete, transparent, mutually 

reinforcing, verifiable and irreversible nuclear disarmament measures and the 

fulfilment of NPT obligations and commitments. We are deeply concerned by the slow 

pace of progress and the reliance by some states on indefensible security doctrines 

and concepts which increase the risk of proliferation. The global security environment 

is not an excuse for inaction, but rather, it reinforces the need for urgency. What is 

lacking is not favourable conditions, but political will and determination. 
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The world witnessed such political will and determination this year with the entry into 

force of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. The Treaty is an effective 

legal measure contributing to the implementation of Article VI. This urgency grew from 

our increased understanding of the growing risks and catastrophic humanitarian 

consequences of a nuclear weapon detonation, including their strong gendered 

impacts. The NAC believes that any use of nuclear weapons would be contrary to the 

principles and rules of international humanitarian law. We look forward to the First 

Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW. 

 

Nuclear disarmament is an international legal obligation, and a moral and ethical 

imperative. We are deeply concerned about policies or pronouncements that move 

further away from the goal of total elimination of nuclear weapons, such as challenges 

to the global norm against nuclear testing established by the CTBT and the potential 

increases in nuclear weapon stockpiles. Rather than strengthening international peace 

and security, this only weakens it, by aggravating international tensions and conflict, 

and jeopardizing the collective well-being of all States and peoples.  

 

We should seriously reflect on the enormous amount of resources dedicated to the 

maintenance, development and modernization of nuclear arsenals, which could be 

better utilized in pursuit of a better future including as envisaged by the Sustainable 

Development Goals.  

 

Over five decades since the entry into force of the NPT, such slow progress in 

implementing its Article VI is unacceptable and untenable. The NAC believes it is time 

for States to finally deliver upon their commitment to the elimination of nuclear weapons 

in line with the NPT obligations and commitments, and to safeguard future generations 

from the danger posed by nuclear weapons. This is the only way to maintain the 

credibility, integrity and the sustainability of the nuclear disarmament and non-

proliferation regime. 

 

The NAC is fully committed to the NPT as the cornerstone of the nuclear disarmament 

and non-proliferation regime. It is fundamental to recall that the basis for the adoption 



 
 
 

 

  

 

Page 3 of 4 

of the NPT and its indefinite extension is the Grand Bargain. Any presumption of 

indefinite possession of nuclear weapons would run counter to the object and purpose 

of the NPT and threatens to erode its credibility and effectiveness. 

 

The 2010 Action Plan provides an important opportunity to put the process towards a 

nuclear-weapon-free world back on track. The nuclear-weapon States reaffirmed the 

unequivocal undertaking to accomplish the total elimination of their nuclear arsenals 

leading to nuclear disarmament and committed to accelerating progress in this regard. 

It also reaffirmed the decisions taken in 1995 and 2000, including the 13 practical steps 

to advance the implementation of Article VI of the NPT. The Tenth Review Conference 

will thus be a critical juncture for the NPT to reaffirm these past commitments and for 

agreeing to concrete measures to implement, both qualitative and quantitative past 

undertakings in a manner that enables States parties to regularly monitor progress. 

 

The NAC affirms the significant contribution of nuclear-weapon free zones to nuclear 

disarmament efforts and achieving a nuclear weapon-free world. We encourage 

Nuclear Weapon States to take all measures necessary to bring into force the protocols 

to these treaties and withdraw any reservations or interpretive declarations. The NAC 

emphasises the importance of the full implementation of the 1995 Resolution on the 

Middle East on the establishment of a zone free of nuclear weapons and all other 

weapons of mass destruction. We acknowledge the successful organization in 2019 

by the Secretary General of the first session of a Conference to elaborate a treaty to 

establish the zone on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at by all States in the 

region, and we are encouraged by its outcome.  

 

We emphasize the importance of a constructive, comprehensive and successful NPT 

Review Conference. States Parties will need to confront the challenges now facing the 

NPT and, together, chart the way forward. The international community translate words 

into concrete action, backed by clear and agreed upon benchmarks and timelines. 

Bearing in mind the nuclear weapon States’ special responsibility, the NAC calls on 

them to agree upon the path toward the full implementation of Article VI and their 

unequivocal undertaking to accomplish the total elimination of nuclear weapons. 
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Given that more than 50 years have passed since the entry into force of the NPT, the 

status quo on nuclear disarmament is unacceptable. We must uphold and preserve 

the NPT, and the best way to protect the NPT is to implement it. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson. A full version of this statement will be submitted. 

 

 


