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هللا الرحمن الرحیم بسم   
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

At the outset let me offer my congratulations on your election as Chair of this 

BWC Meeting of States Parties, and to assure you of my Delegation’s full 

support and cooperation.   

My delegation associates itself with the statement delivered by the 

Republic of Azerbaijan on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

This BWC Meeting of States Parties, is convened amid an unprecedented 
global pandemic, we need to capitalize on this momentum to act forthwith, for 
the next health security crisis or indeed other major crises might be around the 
corner in today's complex, interconnected and interdependent world. Probably, 
the most important lesson that COVID-19 has taught us is the need for stronger 
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and swifter collective preparedness and response against health threats, as well 
as for building resilience to address future potential pandemics and protect the 
generations to come. Full implementation of article X of the Convention could 
contribute in this shared goal. 
 
 

Mr. Chair, 

For years, Iran along with other NAM States Parties to the convention 

have been stressing the need to focus on making progress on strengthening 

international cooperation and assistance under article X of the Convention, in 

particular by taking specific measures such as adoption of an action plan and 

establishment of a cooperation committee. Impediments in acquisition of and 

access to vaccine production material and equipment, limited global vaccine 

production capacities, lack of fair and equitable access to vaccines, undue 

export controls for medical equipment, negative impacts of unilateral coercive 

measures and policies of the US on access to vaccine and medical 

countermeasures, are among the issues that needs to be addressed. If we miss 

this momentum for meaningful measures we leave the world unprepared for the 

future health security crisis. 

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

States parties have to refrain from any action that violates their legal 

obligations under the Convention or hinders the fulfillment of such obligations 

by other States parties.  In the same vein, it is necessary to address obstacles 

hampering the full and non-discriminatory implementation of article X. My 

delegation during the Meeting of Experts in August 2021 presented its Working 

Paper (BWC/MSP/2020/MX.1/WP.6) titled “challenges and obstacles to 

international cooperation, assistance and exchange in the biological sciences 

https://undocs.org/BWC/MSP/2020/MX.1/WP.6
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and technology under Article X”.  Finding effective solutions to such challenges 

and obstacles should be an integral part of our efforts in strengthening the 

implementation of the Convention.    

Imposition of unilateral coercive measures by the US government on 

several BWC States Parties including Iran have impeded or created serious 

obstacles for capacity building for effective national implementation of the 

Convention, especially when these illegitimate and unlawful measures impede 

the targeted Party from participating in international exchanges relevant to the 

Convention or making use of resources available in bilateral and international 

cooperation. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

States Parties of the BWC should not use the provisions of Articles III 

and IV of the Convention as a justification to impose restrictions or limitations 

on the transfer or exchange of scientific knowledge, technology, equipment and 

materials for peaceful purposes. Application of unilateral export control 

policies or operation of exclusive export control clubs in the name of national 

implementation pose serious challenges and obstacles on legitimate trade and 

international cooperation. Such export controls mainly pursue negative and 

denial measures on the basis of arbitrary and subjective judgment. 

We believe positive measures like transparency procedures should be 

adopted to promote technology transfer and international cooperation on an 

equal and non-discriminatory basis in particular with the developing countries. 

We support proposals that call for multilaterally, non-discriminatory negotiated 

guidelines on export controls to preserve the integrity and the delicate balance 

that exists in the Convention. 
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Mr. Chairman, 

The Islamic Republic of Iran has submitted its CBMs forms covering the 

year 2020. Annual exchange of the CBMs forms established with the aim of 

increasing transparency and confidence among States Parties should lead to the 

promotion of the international cooperation in the field of peaceful biological 

activities. Otherwise, the interest of States Parties to voluntarily submit the 

CBMs reports, may diminish further and one might call into question the value 

of voluntary submission of the CBMs. It is noteworthy that the CBMs are not a 

substitute for an effective mechanism of verification and compliance.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

Despite setbacks in compliance with the Convention, in particular article 

X and failure to conclude a verification protocol, the BWC remains a key legal 

instrument as it was the first multilateral legally binding disarmament 

instrument banning an entire category of Weapons of Mass Destruction. The 

most effective and pragmatic way to strengthen the Convention is through 

resuming the negotiations of a legally binding protocol to comprehensively 

strengthen the convention including in the area of international cooperation for 

peaceful purposes. We call on the US to put aside its opposition to such a 

protocol in the interest of the Convention and join the rest of States parties. The 

next Review Conference should have this issue on its agenda. Fragmented 

proposals and solutions are not going to strengthen the implementation and 

integrity of the Convention.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 Iran has always firmly supported the purposes, objectives of the 

convention in this regard universality of the BWC is of utmost importance, and 
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we take note of you and your predecessor’s efforts in this regard. It is vital to 

uphold the norm against use of or threat of use of the biological weapons by 

anyone, anywhere and under any circumstances. We support the continued 

efforts of the BWC States Parties and ISU for the universality, effectiveness 

and strengthening of the Convention. It is of critical importance to note that the 

continuing refusal of the Israeli regime to accede to the BWC should be a matter 

of serious concern to all, given to the fact that this regime is non-party to any 

multilateral legally binding disarmament instrument.  

 

Mr. Chair,  

Let me conclude by appreciating the ISU for all its efforts and yourself 

Mr. Chair for your tireless efforts to organize this meeting and wish a successful 

and fruitful meeting. We look forward to working with you this week for a 

successful outcome. 

I thank you Mr. Chair, 

 

 


