
SIDE EVENT | Tuesday 29 March, 18:00-20:00, hosted by the GFCE and the Kingdom of 
  the Netherlands 

On Tuesday 29 March 2022 from 18:00-20:00, the Global Forum on Cyber Expertise (GFCE) and 
the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands will host an informal reception in the 
sidelines of the second substantive session of the Open-Ended Working Group on security of and 
in the use of information and communications technologies 2021-2025 (OEWG). 

This informal reception is intended to facilitate an exchange of views on the expectations of the 
OEWG and Programme of Action (PoA) regarding the implementation and coordination 
of capacity building in relation to the agreed normative framework of responsible State 
behaviour, and how these objectives might be achieved whilst ensuring coordination between 
existing multi-stakeholder actors and initiatives. 

Context 
Capacity is a foundational pillar in both building better technical cybersecurity for countries around 
the globe and achieving a more inclusive and coherent set of international cyber policies. 
However, despite the growing need, cyber capacity building remains underprioritized, 
underfunded and efforts are fragmented. The GFCE has been working to address these 
challenges since 2015, providing a clearing house function that matches needs with resources 
and expertise whilst encouraging transparency and reducing duplication of efforts through the 
Cybil knowledge repository. 

The profile of cyber capacity building has been elevated through a greater emphasis in 
recent United Nations processes devoted to cyber stability. This presents a significant 
opportunity to promote practical cyber capacity building as a priority issue and to strengthen 
and gain greater recognition for existing capacity-building efforts.  

As states look towards implementation of the agreements made at regular institutional dialogues, 
it is crucial that all perspectives are heard and that proposals for implementation take account of 
ongoing global multi-stakeholder efforts to bolster and coordinate cyber capacity building. 

Enquiries 
Elliot Mayhew, GFCE elliot.mayhew@thegfce.org 
Kim van der Sluis, Kingdom of the Netherlands kim-vander.sluis@minbuza.nl 
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