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Mr. Vice-Chair, 

I speak on behalf of the European Union.  

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the Republic of North Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Serbia* 
and Albania*, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, and Georgia align themselves with this statement. 

In the context of Article X, the EU strongly encourages local and regional ownership to ensure 
long-term sustainability of activities, stronger partnerships between donors and beneficiary 
States, and further coordination among donors. Developing national action plans, with the 
involvement of relevant agencies and stakeholders, and enhancing international, regional and 
sub-regional cooperation will help to achieve effective and sustainable outcomes. We support 
in particular further South-South cooperation for detecting, reporting and responding to 
outbreaks of infectious disease, or biological weapons attacks. 

The EU has a long history of providing support to cooperation and assistance relevant for 
Article X. Currently the EU provides, through a number of Council Decisions, nearly 10 
million EUR in support of assistance and capacity-building projects in third countries, 
including improving legislative and regulatory basis of biosafety and biosecurity, awareness-
raising among relevant sectors as well as enhancing infectious disease surveillance, detection 
and control.  

 
* The Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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At the Ninth Review Conference of the BTWC, the EU will support proposals further 
strengthening the implementation of Article X.  

More specifically, the EU will support the proposal made by France, Senegal and Togo to 
establish an online platform dedicated to biosafety and biosecurity under Article X.  

The EU will furthermore support initiatives to develop biorisk management standards within 
the life sciences community. Biorisk management standards can play a complementary and 
supportive role in the implementation of the obligations of the BTWC. We therefore encourage 
States Parties to provide assistance, where appropriate, for the implementation of biorisk 
management standards in life science institutions in accordance with Article X. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


