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21 June 2022 
  

Excellency,  
 

I write to you today in preparation of the Eight Biennial Meeting of States to Consider 
the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit 
Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects (BMS8), to be convened from 27 
June to 1 July 2022 at United Nations Headquarters in New York. 

 
Over the past months, we have laid the groundwork for a successful BMS8, and I wish 

to draw your attention to a few important points, including the outcome document, 
organizational matters and a short round of informal consultations on Friday, 24 June 2022.  

 
Organizational matters  
 

BMS8 will take place in-person in Conference Room 2 at United Nations Headquarters 
in New York. Please note that the Secretariat circulated an Information Note 
(A/CONF.192/BMS/2022/INF/2) which lists documents for the upcoming Biennial Meeting. 
The Note has also been made available on the BMS8 website. All open, formal meetings will 
be webcasted via UN TV.  

 
At BMS8 we will only have one week within which to reach a consensus-based 

outcome. Thus, strict time management will be of the utmost importance in enabling us to 
achieve our shared goal of a robust and forward-looking outcome document. A three-minute 
limit per national statement and a five-minute limit per group statement will be strictly 
observed. 

 
I also intend to use the same working methods as were successfully employed during 

the past Biennial Meetings. There will be no general debate and we will move directly into the 
thematic debate based on the provisionally agreed agenda on Monday, 27 June 2022. 

I have invited the Secretariat to present an analysis of implementation trends, 
challenges and opportunities relating to the Programme of Action and the International 
Tracing Instrument, including needs for cooperation and assistance, based on information 
submitted by States, at BMS8 in line with the mandate of RevCon3 (section V, para 15) under 
agenda item 6. In addition, in line with the BMS7 outcome document, I have also asked the 
Secretariat to present on good marking practices for modular and polymer weapons (BMS7, 
section II, para 94) under agenda item 7 and to present funding and administrative 
arrangements for a dedicated fellowship training programme on small arms and light weapons 
for consideration by Member States (BMS7, section II, para 117) under agenda item 8.  

I also plan to hold a short round of virtual informal consultations on Friday, 24 June 
2022 at 10am. This session will provide us with the opportunity to review organizational 
matters and other relevant arrangements relating to the BMS8. Time permitting, I may open 
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the floor for comments and inputs on “Zero Draft 5” of the outcome document. The link to this 
consultation is circulated together with this letter. 

 
I would like to inform delegations that the Secretary-General’s report on small arms 

and light weapons has been issued under document symbol A/77/77. In line with resolution 
76/232, the report presents recommendations for consideration by Member States at BMS8 
for enhancing international cooperation and assistance modalities and procedures in the 
framework. These recommendations are based on the views received from Member States, 
international and regional organizations and other stakeholders. These views are available 
on the BMS8 website. 
 
Zero draft 5 of the outcome document  

 
Following our constructive and enriching informal consultations on 14 June, and the 

written inputs I have received, I further refined the draft of an outcome document based on 
your proposals. I would like to thank all delegations for their constructive inputs and active 
participation in this process which has enabled me to develop a “Zero Draft 5”.  

 
I am pleased to share with you “Zero Draft 5” which will be issued as 

A/CONF.192/BMS/2022/CRP.1, hereto attached. The present version of the prospective 
outcome document, i.e., “Draft 5”, will form the basis of our work at BMS8. 

In this regard and in line with previous Biennial Meetings, I will likely hold further 
informal consultations on the draft document during the course of next week. The schedule 
of these informal consultations will be announced in plenary.  

I encourage delegations to participate at these consultations.  
 

Our objective at BMS8 is to deliberate and achieve agreement on all issues. I would 
like to invite all delegations to exercise flexibility and stand ready to compromise. This will 
enable us to work together and to achieve consensus on a meaningful outcome document. 

 
I look forward to working with you all in our joint efforts towards a successful BMS8. 
 
Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.  
  
 

Sincerely,  
  

    Enrique A. Manalo  
        Permanent Representative and  

    BMS8 Chair-designate  
 

 
 
All Permanent Representatives and 
     Permanent Observers to the United Nations 

New York 




