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Ambassador Alexander Kmentt, President of the First meeting of State Parties to the TPNW 

Hon. Ministers 

Your Excellencies 

Ladies and Gentlemen  

 

At the outset, I would like to extend our warm congratulation to you Amb. Kmentt, on your 

election as President of the First meeting of State Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). We sincerely thank you for your open and exceptional approach  

in conducting the series of consultations prior to the meeting. We are confident that with your 

able leadership the meeting will achieve its successful conclusion, and we assure you of 

Namibia’s support. We further extend our appreciation to the Secretariat for all the preparatory 

work done in organizing this meeting.  

 

Mr. President 

Eight years ago, in this beautiful city of Vienna, a “humanitarian pledge” was made to bring 

into the disarmament regime a humanitarian perspective to address the effect of any usage of 

nuclear weapons. The pledge furthermore sought to identify and pursue effective measures to 

fill the legal gap for the prohibition and elimination of nuclear weapons. Today, those 

objectives, which became the TPNW, remains as relevant as ever. We therefore welcome the 

entry into force of the Treaty on 22 January 2021, and the convening of this First meeting of 

the State Parties. 

The TPNW is the only multilateral treaty that calls for the total elimination of nuclear weapons 

and is in this context compliments nuclear weapons free zones and the NPT.  Consistence with 

our obligations to uphold nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament global norms, Namibia  

ratified the TPNW 21 March 2020. 

Mr. President 

We must acknowledge that any use of nuclear weapons has devastating humanitarian 

consequences, and that these weapons continue to be an existential risk to humanity. History 

has taught us the horror of the use of nuclear weapons and/or nuclear explosions, and that their 

aftermath, especially the humanitarian consequences, has long lasting effects that continue to 

be felt and experienced to date. (This was confirmed by what we heard from the representatives 

of the survivors of nuclear explosions, in the morning.)   

We can also not ignore the devastating environmental damage caused by any use of a nuclear 

weapon or nuclear explosion.  This relates to air, soil, water and food supply, issues that are of 

paramount importance also within the sustainable development goals.  With all the current 

threats to the SDGs, can we afford a nuclear threat as well?  The answer is clearly no.   
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Mr. President 

Namibia is party to most disarmament instruments, including the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT), and is committed to their full implementation. It is our strong belief that the 

TPNW is not competing or undermining other  international disarmament instruments, but 

rather that it reinforces and complements the entire global disarmament and non-proliferation 

regime, including the nuclear disarmament obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT), the objectives of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and 

various nuclear weapons free -zones. 

 

Mr. President, Namibia remains concerned that nuclear weapons states who continue to spend 

tremendous amounts of money to modernize, upgrade, refurbish and extend the lives of their 

nuclear weapons and related facilities. We believe that the continued existence and possession 

of nuclear weapons do not guarantee security, but rather substantially increase the risk of their 

potential use.  It is our hope that such resources should be channeled to  research, training and 

advancement of  the peaceful uses, including technology transfer to states embarking on 

nuclear power programmes.  Splendid examples exist of those States that have dismantled and 

abondoned their nuclear weapons programmes and arsenals already. 

 

Mr President, I wish to conclude by referring to existing critical narrative against the Treaty 

and the perceived limited influence of States Parties to the TPNW.  These factors make it even 

more important for all of us to recognize the sense of responsibility to popularize the Treaty, 

to work towards implementing its aspirations and achieve the ultimate goal of  its 

universalization, that would free the world from nuclear weapons. Thus, it is incumbent upon 

all states, including the nuclear weapons states, to exert profound and concrete measures 

toward realizing the objectives of nuclear disarmament. 

 

 

Thank you. 


