
Mr. Chair, distinguished delegates,  

 

I am Folade Mutota, the Executive Director at the Women’s Institute for Alternative Development, WINAD. It is a 

great honor for me to deliver this message on behalf of my organization, a member of the International Action 

Network on Small Arms (IANSA). WINAD, based in Trinidad and Tobago, has been active in addressing the issue of 

gun violence in the Caribbean for many years. 

 

Illicit small arms, particularly firearms, are the dominant weapon of choice in serious crimes across the Caribbean 

causing the region to register some of the highest homicide rates globally.  The proliferation and misuse of these 

weapons and their ammunition have spawned criminal gangs and community insecurity.  

 

The introduction of illicit small arms in the region is a continuation of the decade old illegal narcotics trade, 

particularly cocaine and heroin. It has been established that the same networks were responsible for introducing 

illicit small arms and ammunition into the Caribbean initially to protect the drug trade. 

 

The movement of guns through small island developing states is a critical determinant in the quality of life for 

diverse populations, particularly in many urban communities.   In countries such as Trinidad & Tobago for example, 

small arms proliferation has facilitated the existence of a phenomenon known as borderlines.   

 

Borderlines are identified as community forms of violence that result in stigmatized communities that, among 

other things, may be challenged to access basic state amenities and simple commercial services.   

 

These geographical borders and spatial borders, created by the gendered and socio-economic impacts of gun 

violence, are responsible for dividing communities into gang-controlled territories. 

 

It is therefore critical to consider the physical, gendered, spatial and socio-cultural moorings of borderlines and 

how the presence of firearms and their ammunition affects urban communities. Equally important is to recognize 

the value of women’s peace-building efforts and to support women’s leadership in communities affected by armed 

violence.  

 

In the same way that women’s leadership irrefutably makes a difference in reducing armed violence in 

communities, the international mechanisms to reduce and prevent the proliferation and misuse of SALW should 

also benefit from more diverse participation:  

 

We call upon States to:  

● Effectively fulfill their commitments to the equal, full, and effective participation of women in SALW policy 

processes at community, national, regional, and global levels.  

● Include youth and survivors in future SALW conferences such as RevCon4.  

● Ensure that at least half of statements at SALW meetings are delivered by speakers who do not identify as 

male, while also ensuring that members of underrepresented groups are full and effective participants.  

● Collect sex- and age-disaggregated data on the illicit trade in SALW and support research on the gendered 

effects of that trade.  

● Increase states attention to other traditionally underrepresented vulnerable groups and sectors of society 

most affected by SALW violence as they look toward RevCon4. 

 

Thank you 


