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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chair, 
 

We would like to convey our gratitude to you for your tireless efforts and thank you 

for the Summary of the first session. You can count on our delegation’s support in 

your endeavours. 
  

We would like to reiterate that Türkiye attaches utmost importance to protecting the 

right to unrestricted access to and use of outer space for peaceful purposes and 

welcomes this OEWG on reducing space threats through norms, rules, and principles 

of responsible behaviours.  
  

Our substantive discussions on the prevention of arms race in outer space (PAROS) 

in Subsidiary Body 3 at the Conference on Disarmament under Chile’s coordination 

were also beneficial in sharing our opinions on reducing space threats. 
  

Mr. Chair, 
 

The space competition may harm the joint management and cooperation in space 

activities for peaceful purposes for the common benefit of humanity and may cause 

increased international instability. 
  

It is essential to abide by the Outer Space Treaty and support international governance 

in space rather than solely pursuing national interests.  
  

The decrease in cooperation and transparency in outer space activities compared to 

previous years increases the risks of conflict. In this regard, unilateral acts and 

initiatives, especially non-transparent military space projects should be avoided in 

outer space. 
  



We encourage all joint efforts in achieving the goal for peaceful use of outer space. 

Türkiye remains committed to do its best in that regard, fully in line with the 

international law regulating outer space.  
  

Turkish Space Agency’s mission, established in order to enhance the institutional 

framework in 2018, is to be a leading and pioneering institution that carries out 

activities serving our national interests as well as humanity in accordance with the 

requirements of the “New Space Age.”  
  

National Space Program was launched in 2021, and National Space Program Strategy 

Document for 2022-2030 was published in May 2022. There are many goals to be set 

in the field of space that require close international cooperation. Peaceful use of outer 

space is one of the principles guiding these goals under the National Space Program.  
  

Mr. Chair, 
 

While acknowledging the Outer Space Treaty’s importance as the cornerstone of the 

global governance of outer space, we would like to point out that the said agreement 

prohibits only placing nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction in outer 

space. It does not include measures against emerging threats, such as increasing 

debris in orbit, cyber-attacks, directed energy weapons, and anti-satellite weapons. 

We, therefore, need to work in collaboration and good faith in order to safeguard the 

peaceful use of space for the next generations while reducing space threats to a 

minimum level. 
  

Mr. Chair, 
 

We believe that within this OEWG, we should prioritize identifying consensus-based 

norms, rules, and principles of responsible behaviours to prevent an arms race in outer 

space.  
  

The continued development, testing and proliferation of anti-satellite weapons 

exacerbate risks in outer space. Destructive anti-satellite missile tests create space 

debris and threaten peaceful outer space activities. We believe that the working paper 

submitted by Germany and the Philippines could be useful in our endeavours in that 

aspect.  
  

Mr.Chair, 
 

We hope that this OEWG will reach a consensus-based outcome that could be a 

positive step for the well-being of future generations and pave the way for eventual 

negotiations of legally binding instruments. 
  

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 


