
Intervention of the Republic of Korea on Topic 2 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

 

On topic 2, I would like to once again reiterate my delegation’s view that 

destructive, direct-ascent anti-satellite missile testing is one of the most 

significant threats from earth to space, as it creates long-lived space debris and 

can endanger satellites or human lives in space. In this regard, the ROK expresses 

its grave concern against the destructive anti satellite missile test carried out last 

November. This test created a near-immediate debris field of over 1,500 objects 

according to U.S. Space Command and likely hundreds of thousands of smaller 

pieces of debris that are unable to be consistently tracked. The debris field is so 

serious that astronauts on the International Space Station had to shelter in place 

immediately after the test. 

 

With this assessment, we welcome once again the U.S. commitment not to 

conduct those tests and welcome the relay of such commitments in the 

international community, including those by Japan and Germany this week. We 

also thank the US delegation for suggesting a draft resolution on the very subject 

to be discussed at the first committee of the UN General Assembly.   

 

The ROK believes that it is important to understand the threats associated with 

ASAT missile testing and this is why we supported the development of an 

infographic on anti-satellite weapons and space sustainability, published in June, 

which is available through the Secure World Foundation (SWF) website. We also 

have some copies of that infographic at the back of the room for those who wish 

to take a look. We hope that this infographic would help raise awareness of the 

relevant actors.  

 

On another note, non-kinetic physical attacks and electronic attacks to space 



systems is another area that we believe warrants further attention of the 

international community. Lasers and uplink jammers, in particular, can directly 

or indirectly result in damages in space systems and the ROK government 

believes that this would negatively affect the security of space systems. Such 

application, as we see, should fall under the category of irresponsible behaviour. 

Thank you.  

 


