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1. Article VII of the BTWC provides that, "Each State Party to this Convention 

undertakes to provide or support assistance, in accordance with the United Nations 

Charter, to any Party to the Convention which so requests, if the Security Council 

decides that such Party has been exposed to danger as a result of violation of the 

Convention”. 

 

2. The implementation of this Article is recognized as a key obligation under the 

Convention. However as acknowledged by previous outcome documents and 

discussions in the BTWC, there is a lack of detailed procedures or mechanisms for its 

implementation. Thus there is a need to set up an effective way to facilitate provision 

of assistance to ensure a timely and adequate response to a situation involving the 

implementation of the provisions of Article VII. It is also essential to underline the 

concrete benefits of accession to the Convention. 

 

3. It is widely recognized that international assistance should be considered in case of a 

biological outbreak, but this assistance would not necessarily need to be channeled 

through the BTWC, as the outbreak might not be due to a biological weapon. The 

provisions of Article VII refer to the specific situation in which the Security Council 

has decided that a State party has been exposed to a danger as a result of a violation 

of the Convention. However as noted in past Review Conferences, “in view of the 

humanitarian imperative, pending consideration of a decision by the Security Council, 

timely emergency assistance could be provided by States Parties, if requested”. 

 

4. India and France submitted a proposal for the establishment of a database for 

assistance in the framework of Article VII at the 2018 BTWC Meeting of States 

Parties. The proposal is for the BTWC ISU to establish, administer and maintain a 

database on a secure web-based platform, open to all States Parties and to be hosted 

on the BTWC ISU website. The purpose of a database on Article VII would be solely to 

implement Article VII of the BTWC and allow matching specific offers and requests 

for assistance. 

 

5. The proposal seeks to respond to the need for developing effective measures and 

coordination with relevant international organizations to respond to biological or 

toxin weapons occurrences, while providing benefits to States Parties in terms of 

awareness, information exchange, national and international preparedness, and 

capacity-building for such an event. Setting-up a database in the framework of the 



BTWC would not mean duplicating emergency assistance mechanisms already 

provided by regional or international organizations or bilateral arrangements. The 

database would include assistance in various forms including emergency assistance, 

containment measures and recovery assistance. The database would also serve as a 

concrete incentive for universalization of the Convention by providing a roadmap for 

operationalizing Article VII. The establishment of a voluntary trust fund under Article 

VII may also be considered.  

 

6. The dedicated database could be established on the BTWC website and maintained 

by the ISU, along the same lines as the database established for assistance under 

Article X, but separate from it. Its purpose would be to provide for a confidential 

clearing-house tool for assistance requests and offers. It would be easily searchable 

and accessible to States Parties and could provide both for national points of contact, 

able to promptly examine demands in accordance with domestic procedures and/or 

for specific offers for assistance. These may include one or more of the following: 

expertise, information, protection, detection, decontamination, prophylactic and 

medical and other equipment that could be required to assist the States Parties in 

the event that a State Party is exposed to danger as a result of a violation of the 

Convention. The offers of assistance could emanate from States parties, individually 

or together with other States, as well as relevant international organizations. The 

database could also include agreed procedures for States Parties to seek and receive 

assistance. A regular update of information and resources available on the database 

would be essential./. 

 


