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1. France presented in 2014 the lessons learned from a pilot “peer review” exercise, or 

voluntary transparency exercise, organized in December 2013 in Paris. Several topics 

related to national implementation were presented: the national system of biosafety 

and biosecurity; the national export control system; and the awareness raising policy. 

Those topics were illustrated with two on-site visits (Institut Pasteur and Agence 

nationale de  sécurité sanitaire de l’alimentation, de l’environnement et du travail). A 

large panel of experts, coming from nine countries actively participated in the review.   

 

2. Transparency exercises contribute to strengthening national implementation of the 

Convention by States parties. It gives the opportunity to States to improve 

confidence, share best practices and experiences on national implementation, 

including the voluntary exchange of information on their national implementation, 

enforcement of national legislation, strengthening of national institutions and 

coordination among national law enforcement institutions, and by taking also into 

account mandatory as well as voluntary biosafety and biosecurity requirements.  

 

3. It provides the chance to pave the way and to develop international, regional and 

bilateral cooperation by identifying key areas where assistance in capacity building 

may be needed, while fully respecting national sovereignty. France is well aware that 

such a mechanism cannot serve as a guarantee for full and effective implementation 

of the Convention. In this sense, voluntary transparency exercises are not aimed at 

replacing the verification protocol that was not adopted in 2001. 

 

4. Voluntary transparency exercises have a true added value in order to contribute to 

strengthening national implementation of the Convention by States parties, 

enhancing confidence among States Parties and improving international cooperation. 

Recalling the importance of confidence-building measures under the BTWC and 

taking note of initiatives undertaken by BTWC States parties in that regard, including 

through the organization of voluntary transparency exercises, France proposes to 

create an exchange platform for voluntary transparency exercises. 

 

5. This platform will allow to: 

(a) Strengthen the implementation of the BTWC, and in particular support national 

implementation efforts; 

(b) Discuss and exchange information and best practices on previous and future 

voluntary exercises envisaged by the BTWC States parties; 

(c) Create a compendium of all transparency exercises conducted so far which will be 



regularly updated and submitted as a BTWC working paper; and 

(d) Identify potential needs for assistance and cooperation, including reusable in 

the implementation of Article X./. 

 


