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1. Since the ratification of the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) in 1987, the Republic 

of Korea has been committed to fulfilling all of its obligations under the Convention. 

2. The Republic of Korea provides the following information to the BWC Implementation 

Support Unit on its compliance with obligations under key provisions of the Convention. 

 

A. Articles I and II 

3. The Republic of Korea is in full compliance with its obligations under Article I. It has never 

had an offensive biological research, development, or production program or obtained 

biological weapons through transfer and has never acquired or retained biological weapons. 

4. Since the Republic of Korea did not possess any of the agents, toxins, weapons, equipment, 

and means of delivery specified in Article I of the Convention, Article II does not apply. 

 

B. Article III 

5. The Republic of Korea complies with the obligation of Article III. Under strict supervision 

and control, inter alia, the Act on the Prohibition of Chemical and Biological Weapons and 

the Control of the Production, Export, and Import of Specific Chemicals and Biological 

Agents (CBWPA) and the Foreign Trade Act, the Republic of Korea has never transferred 

to any recipient whatsoever any of the agents, toxins, weapons, equipment, or means of 

delivery specified in Article I. 

 

C. Article IV  

6. The Republic of Korea has implemented a number of legislative instruments to implement 

the obligations under the Convention and to ensure the treaty’s effectiveness. 

7. The Republic of Korea thoroughly revised the Chemical Weapons Prohibition Act of 2006 

into the Act on the Prohibition of Chemical and Biological Weapons and the Control of the 

Production, Export, and Import of Specific Chemicals and Biological Agents (CBWPA) in 

2011. The CBWPA provides a comprehensive set of rules and regulations on the prohibition 

and control of biological agents. In addition, the CBWPA requires the export of biological 

agents and toxins to abide by the Public Notice of Exportation and Importation of Strategic 

Items in accordance with the Foreign Trade Act. 

8. The Ministry of Defense revised the Biological Weapons Prohibition Directive to facilitate 

the implementation of the Convention in the military in 2008. According to the Directives, 

the Korea Arms Verification Agency conducts yearly inspections of biological research 

facilities within the military. 

9. The Korea Disease Control and Prevision Agency established a permission system for 
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possessing infectious disease pathogens and created more rigorous standards for high-risk 

pathogen handlers, in terms of academic background, work experience, and mandatory 

education, by revising the Infectious Disease Control and Prevention Act in December 2019. 

10. Moreover, the Korean government established a framework to encourage and maintain 

close cooperation between government agencies and non-government organizations, 

focusing on reinforcing the national implementation of the BWC, including the effective 

and efficient application of the CBWPA. For example, Korea Biotechnology Industry 

Organization, a non-governmental organization, is collaborating with the Ministry of Trade, 

Industry, and Energy through seminars and workshops to encourage relevant industries and 

the academic community to ensure faithful national implementation of the Convention. 

 

D. Article V 

11. The Republic of Korea has not invoked Article V, nor has any other State Party invoked 

Article V in order to engage the Republic of Korea in consultations. 

12. The Republic of Korea fully supports the Confidence Building Measures (CBMs). In this 

regard, it has annually submitted CBMs. Since 2017, it also has been submitting its working 

paper on the national implementation of Articles IV and X biannually. 

 

E. Articles VI and VII 

13. The Republic of Korea has neither invoked Articles VI and VII nor invoked the provision 

of relevant Articles. 

14. The Republic of Korea complies with Articles VI and VII through our support for the UN 

Secretary-General’s investigative mechanism as stated in General Assembly Resolution 

42/37 of November 30, 1987. 

15. The Republic of Korea stands ready to assist States exposed to inadvertent or deliberate 

disease outbreaks. We have been contributing to diverse international programs and 

projects to strengthen our capacity for responding to infectious diseases. 

 

F. Article VIII 

16. The Republic of Korea acceded to the Geneva Protocol of 1925 in January 1989. It 

withdrew a part of its reservation to that Protocol covering biological and toxin weapons in 

August 2002. 

 

G. Article IX 

17. The Republic of Korea ratified the Chemical Weapons Convention in April 1997 and fully 

implemented the Convention’s obligations. The Republic of Korea has been a member of 

the Executive Council since 1997, being a significant supporter of the efforts of the 
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Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. 

 

H. Article X 

18. The Republic of Korea believes that international cooperation is critical in supporting the 

national implementation of the Convention. It contributes bilaterally and multilaterally to 

programs and projects consistent with Article X of the Convention. 

19. For more elaborate information on compliance with Article X, please refer to the separate 

background information document submitted by the Republic of Korea on its 

implementation of Article X. 

/END/ 


